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TALK  OF  FOREIGIi  OFFICE  LFrKa?.?'A.'l  OH  BCIBir’GS 
OF  IIA.T.  ir.’G  A::E  canton.  (Soptcir.bor  27  19.17) 

ve  hrve  net  received  detailed  official  inforreaticn  such  na  the 
rorert  srreac  elaovhere  regarding  the  result  of  the  bcTbing.  TiiC 
Povter  ri-r-ort  Trens  Canton  is  csi-ociully  exa£U3>rated  duo  to  the  fact 
that  ito  correspondent  at  Conten  is  a  Chinese,  named  Liang, --a  fact 
V(hich  v;ill  cxpj.ain  the  utter  unreliability  of  the  report.  (The  a.or/-on 
p,eut;r  of  very  recent  date  has  corrtet-d  the  false  reports).  Even  if 

the  facts  are  net  so  sensational  us  r  ported  ,  it  is  absolutely  im¬ 
possible  that  the  Japanese  forces  make  non-combatants  the  object ivos 
of  their  attacks.  That  ras  tho  very  reason  the  Japenoso  had  gi  .^en 
a  previous  notice  concerning  their  botrbinp,.  This  vna  given  in  order 
tc;  prevent  any  untoward  misfortunes  befalling  foreif'li  diplomats  at 
.banking;  and  simultai’oously ,  v.ith  this  notice,  Vicc-Adiiiiral  lasegaia, 
Conirrinder  in  Chief  of  the  Third  Fleet,  varnod  Chinese  citizens  of 
Nanking,  urging  them  to  keep  avay  firm  the  military  works  and  establish, 
ixnts  which  would  bo  made  the  objectives  of  th£  Jnranose  attac-  . 

In  both  linking  and  Car.tcn,  Chinese  military  establishjnmts. - 

0 

in  other  words,  buildings  ruid  other  kinds  of  establishronts  vhich  are 
employed  for  military  pterpesos.  ai’3  not  segrogatod  from  the  lesidcntiul 
and  business  districts  of  tte  citizens  in  gouoral.  This  fact  is  not 
clearly  understood  by  foreigners,  ocir.o  of  whom  scorn  to  believe  that 
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Vc  hrve  not  received  df. tailed  official  information  such  na  the 
rorort  spreac  els-: v  here  regarding  the  result  of  the  bombing.  The 
Peuter  report  from  Canton  i.<»  esi-eclully  ex ao/j '.rated  duo  to  the  fact 
that  ita  correspondent  at  Canten  is  a  Chinese,  named  Liang, --a  lact 
v.hich  vill  explain  the  utt^r  u.-ir3 liability  of  the  report.  (The  lonuon 
jieut;r  of  very  recent  date  has  corrected  the  false  reports).  Even  if 
the  facts  are  not  so  sensational  as  r  ported  ,  it  is  absolutely  im¬ 
possible  that  the  Japanese  forces  make  non-combatants  the  object ivos 
of  their  attacks.  That  ras  tho  very  reason  the  Jape-.nese  had  pi  .'en 
a  previous  notice  conca.rning  their  borrbin,'',.  This  was  given  in  ordei 
to  prevent  any  untoward  misfortunes  befalling  foreign  diplomats  at 
Ivanking;  and  simultaneously,  v.ith  this  notice,  Vice-Admiral  Lasega^a, 
Conmander  in  Chief  of  the  Third  Fleet,  varned  Chinese  citizens  of 
Nanking,  urging  them  to  keep,  away  from  the  military  works  and  ostabli.ah- 
incnts  which  would  bo  made  the  objectives  of  the  Japanese  attach  • 

In  both  linking  and  Canton,  Chinese  military  establishnr^nts , 

0 

in  other  words,  buildings  and  other  kiitda  of  establishments  \hlch  ore 
ci^.plcyed  for  military  pva’peses.  arc  not  segrogated  from  tho  lesioontiul 
and  businoas  districts  of  tte  citizens  in  general.  This  fact  is  not 
clearly  understood  by  foreigners,  some  of  v.'hom  scorn  to  belie vo  that 

-  1  - 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/da8207/ 


Dcf.  Doc.  ,v  1114 


all  military  establishr.cnta  aro  outside  the  city  pi-cper,  and  that 
the  Jaronese  forces  <u-e  dclitfrately  making  non  combatants  tho’r 
cbjoctives— thus  making  unreasonable  criticissns  against  the  .aianosa 
forces.  -0  cannot  but  urge  tho  authcritios  of  Nanking  and  Gantcn  to 
advance  notice  to  their  citizens,  .vho  live  in  and  arour.d  those 
military  establishments  that  aie  likely  to  ha  diroctl^  dumajjU  bj 
bombs,  to  seek  safety  in  areas  othor  than  tho  fighting  sen-. 

Itothing  has  been  s-ttled  concerning  tho  lau  regarding  aerial 
caAat.  Fsgarding  this.  v:o  cannot  b*.lr  rcccll-.cting  that,  in  1922 
fthen  tlai  conference  having  to  do  with  th'  lav;  ocncerning  urial 
combats  vas  held  at  tho  rngue ,  Japan,  the  United  Ot.atos,  Italy 
and  several  other  cemarius  insisted  that  the  ohjocts  of  b-mbardment 
should  bo  limited  and  concretely  enumerated,  v.hilc  both  En.^land  and 
trance  eufchasized  that  all  that  could  bo.  accepted  as  m-ilitnry  c-stablish- 

ifijnta  might  veil  be  bombed, 

llcrcovcr  ,  according  to  the  latost  inform.ations.  tho  rate  of 
successful  hits  of  Japanese  air  raids  upon  Canton  vas  high;  a;*d  tho 
military  establishments ,  c.g..  the  laiOyun  Aerodromo,  Ticn-hc 
Aercdrcme.  Tseng-pu  Fovdor-muigazinc  ,  Tsung-hua  Aaiourom.e,  I.u-:.8n 
A>-iodromy,  the  First  Aiir;unition  Factory,  Shih-ching  .iisonai , 
tru  anokeless  Vo.aer  Factory,  Mlitary  Academy- era  bombed;  and  tho 
alleged  report  (by  Pou^;  that  a  larg.^  nun.bor  of  non-oembatants 
were  killed  and  mounded  was  found  to  bo  entirr.ly  a  -hinesc  fabricat 
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